
BEWARE OF 
HARMFUL PLANTS

The 3 plant species described below actively
grow in Ontario and can cause Health &
Safety concerns when encountered. Learn
how to identi fy, and thus, avoid these plants

Giant Hogweed

Poison Ivy

Wild Parsnip

Danger: Contact with skin can
cause burns and contact with eyes
can cause temporary or permanent

blindness. 
 

If you encounter the plant: If you
believe that you have spotted a Wild

Parsnip plant, avoid contact and
take a picture of the plant to send to
your supervisor. If you have touched
the plant, seek immediate medical

attention.   
 
 

Danger: This plant is not poisonous
but can cause allergic reactions.

Contact with skin can cause redness,
blisters, and itching. 

If you encounter the plant: Wash
your skin and clothing with soap and

water. If a rash develops, avoid
scratching, and head to your nearest
pharmacy or medical office to seek

treatment. 

Wild ParsnipPoison Ivy

Danger: Contact with skin can
cause burns and contact with eyes
can cause temporary or permanent

blindness. 
 

If you encounter the plant: If you
believe that you have spotted a

Giant Hogweed plant, avoid contact
and take a picture of the plant to

send to your supervisor. If you have
touched the plant, seek immediate

medical attention.   
 
 

Giant Hogweed



Poison Ivy

Giant Hogweed - How to spot it:  
1 to 5.5 metres tall 
Leaves are deeply cut with sharp, coarse
teeth, reaching widths in excess of 1 metre
Stems are green and covered in coarse,
whisker like hairs with red/purple spots
Blooms white, umbrella shaped flowers
that include 50-150 flower rays clustered
together 
Before blooming, seeds are dry, flat and
oval

Poison Ivy - How to spot it:  
Approx 2 feet high
Tends to be more common in rural areas
Leaves have 3 smaller leaflets, and the
middle leaflet has a longer stem
Leaves are normally green but can also be
reddish
White flower buds form in clusters 
Plant can vary based on its location in
Ontario - it can be a vine or a ground
plant, have smooth or serrated leaves
Vines can have a furry appearance

Wild Parsnip - How to spot it:  
1 to 2 metres tall
Sharply toothed leaves consisting of 2 to 5
pairs of leaflets and 1 diamond-shaped
leaflet
Stems are 2-5 cm thick, smooth and
reddish/green in colour with a light coat of
whisker-like hair
Grows yellow, umbrella shaped flowers,
10-20 cm across
Seeds are flat and round
Similar in appearance to dill 


